playing on the River
The Hillsborough River has also been a source of fun for
Tampa’s residents. People enjoyed cruising the river or visiting
a water park to cool off and relax.
As part of the landscape of the Tampa Bay area, the
Hillsborough River has always attracted people as a source
of entertainment. Pleasure boats of all sizes have cruised
the river, and sometimes sank beneath its waves. Sometimes
these vessels are preserved in the muck at the bottom of
the river and later found by archaeologists. The remains of
these boats can tell us much about how people have used
the river through time.

A local resident recently contacted archaeologists
and researchers from FPAN and the Florida Aquarium
to check out a shipwreck that they spotted at low
tide along the Hillsborough River near Sulphur Springs.
The picture at right shows the wreck as it looked in
the 1960s. Memories of the wreck go back to the
1940s but it is still unclear when the boat sank. One
idea about the wreck is that it was a pleasure boat
from the 1920s, although more research is needed.
1925 photograph of Tampa’s Gasparilla festival as
seen from the Lafayette Street (now Kennedy) bridge.

Sulphur Springs
Before Adventure Island came on the scene, people living in Florida during
the early 1900s still enjoyed visiting water parks. In Tampa, Sulphur Springs
served as a big attraction for tourists with several spring-fed pools, a dance
pavilion, restaurants, shops, and even an alligator farm.

Right: 1915 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the Sulphur Springs area as it would have looked at the time. The
image at left shows what the same area looks like today. While one of the pools still remains, much of the area
has changed since Sulphur Springs’s heyday.

Above: Views of Sulphur Springs from the early 1900s. Tourists
would come from all over to take a dip in the spring-fed
pools.
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